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 In 1975, a group of young idealistic pioneers settled on a hilltop in Samaria. There had been seven 
unsuccessful attempts to settle near Sebastia, the ancient capital of Samaria, until a historic 
compromise was reached. 
Unable to resist the determination of those pioneers, Prime Minister Yitzchak Rabin and Defense 
Minister Shimon Peres, approved an agreement allowing a small group to remain in the Kadum 
army camp temporarily until the government would decide what to do with them. The community 
of Kedumim was launched. For the first time in centuries, Jewish life had returned to the ancient 

mountains in the center of Eretz Israel. Kedumim paved the way to Jewish life in the Shomron.
 
 Today, Kedumim has grown as hundreds of new families have moved into the community, public institutions have 
been strengthened and municipal services expanded.

 Kedumim is a place  5,000 people call home
 Hananel Dorani,

Mayor of Kedumim

Hananel Dorani, was elected to serve as mayor of Kedumim in the October 2007 elections.

Hananel is married to Dvori, a second-generation Kedumim resident. They have lived in Kedumim 
since their marriage and have six children, two of whom are adopted children.
 Hananel served in the IDF as an officer. He graduated from officer’s training courses with honors. 
A Lieutenant Colonel in reserve duty, he serves as the Deputy Commander of a battalion and his 
battalion has received certificates for outstanding achievement in battle.
 As Mayor, Hananel represents the new generation in Kedumim, as do many new members of the 
local council, a fact the community can be proud of. 
Hananel has 3 daughters who are married to officers in the IDF. One daughter lives in Kedumim with 
her husband and grandchildren.

Hananel Dorani

1975-1976
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Location
 Kedumim is within easy commuting distance to all major cities in Israel: 
30 minutes to Petach Tikvah, 50 minutes to Tel-Aviv, 20 minutes to Kfar 
Saba, 60 minutes to Haifa and Jerusalem, 40 minutes to the Jordan 
Valley. Public  transportation is both convenient and frequent with hourly 
bus service to major cities.
 
 From Kedumim, one enjoys a panoramic view of the neighboring 
hilltops and beyond, reaching as far as the coastline. There are twelve 
neighborhoods in Kedumim, spread across its many hilltops and valleys.
 

 Community Life
 Kedumim is comprised of 12 neighborhoods and combines the 
essence of Zionist idealism with the best of modern life, including 
superb education, social activities, religious facilities, health services, 
residential and  industrial development.
 
 In Kedumim you will find a quality community, a national-religious 
atmosphere, and people from a variety of backgrounds who take pride 
in their Judaism and the settlement of Eretz Israel.  Kedumim boasts an 
open, tolerant community, a model society blending veteran residents 
with a constant stream of newcomers. This rich assortment of native-
born Israelis and immigrants from all 
over the globe makes Kedumim a 
dynamic, growing populace.  
 
 It is precisely this dynamic community 
spirit which has led many grown 
children of Kedumim to build their 
own homes in the community when 
starting families of their own.
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Education and Culture 
 A top priority for Kedumim is the education and cultural life of young and old alike.
 Kedumim’s educational institutions and programs include:
 
•  Nursery schools and kindergartens in every neighborhood
•  Elementary schools
• Talmud Torah Yisad’ta Oz
• Lehava High School for Girls–regional high school with 900 students
•  Bnei Chayil Shomron Yeshiva High School, for boys with ADD and ADHD 
• Morry Seaman Music School
•  Yeshiva Gevohah
•  Municipal Library
•  Eretz Israel Academy and Kedem Museum 
• Play Center
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 Industry and Job Opportunities 
 Many people are employed in Kedumim at local industries, agriculture, and services, while  others 
find work in nearby towns like Ariel, Barkan and Karnei Shomron. Some also work in nearby cities 
like Tel Aviv, Kfar Saba and Petach Tikva.

Agriculture 
 Greenhouses for house plants, vegetables and blueberries; chicken farms; vineyards and 
orchards; olive groves and oil production.
 Artwork- jewelry, Judaica, silver and goldsmiths,  furniture, crafts.

These are not easy times. Coupled with political changes, as violence rages throughout Judea 
and Samaria, Kedumim is faced with the growing challenges of maintaining vital community services 
and expanding Kedumim’s resident population, while ensuring the ultimate safety and protection of our 
citizens.  For years, there have been those in Israel and abroad who never expected us to survive, let 
alone thrive.
 Time and again, we have proven them wrong.
 Kedumim has created indisputable facts on the ground – we are here to stay!!!
 
 Only a strong Kedumim can ensure the  continued security and vitality of Israel.
 
 Kedumim must continue to grow, to absorb new families and to secure its vulnerable perimeter by 
maximizing all of its land reserves.
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Upgrading Kedumim’s Security System 
The Center has an advanced system that was built by Israel Military Industries in conjunction with 
the Ministry of Defense and donations of friends of Kedumim. It is comprised of a series of thermal 
cameras that operate non-stop. The Center is manned 24 hours a day by young women fulfilling 
their national service and a staff of Kedumim residents in full cooperation with the IDF forces that 
are working in the area.
 
Thanks to this unique system, terrorists have been caught a good distance from the settlement, on 
their way to carry out attacks in Kfar Saba and Netanya or to place explosive devices near military 
points. As an example, one Center staff member who was watching the cameras, contacted the 
army and received a letter of commendation from the Regional Commander for saving the lives of 
soldiers.
Because of the equipment’s natural deterioration and corrosion due to weather conditions, we 
urgently need to upgrade the 
 entire system.
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Settling the Land of Israel and Educating the next generation of active Zionists
 The educational system in Kedumin is religious-Zionist, which draws upon the deep roots of the 
Jewish people and is based on love of Torah, love of the Jewish people, love of the land of Israel, 
and love of the Jewish State.
 The educational system in Kedumim addresses Torah values – spiritual, emotional, social, and 
didactic – and aims to realize the cognitive and emotional potential of all students while emphasizing 
their self-esteem and independence within the framework of school, family and community.
 The educational institutions in Kedumim work in harmony with a vision of nurturing loyal citizens 
who contribute to all   aspects of Israeli society: military, economic, medical, industrial, hi-tech, 
educational, and agricultural.
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The first generation of Kedumim residents is particularly proud of the fact that the spirit and faith 
that brought them to the Shomron in the first place has been passed on to their children.  Many of 
the local youth choose to remain in Kedumin after marrying and their children are now growing up 
in Kedumim’s new neighborhoods and outposts.  
Kedumim’s wonderful young people are constantly proving their strength and commitment to the 
Land of Israel and the Jewish people. 
The youth of Kedumim was born into a reality made up of conflict and terror and, unnaturally, while 
still young, have attended funerals of friends, Rabbis, and neighbors. Nonetheless, they were not 
weakened by the terror; rather, they were strengthened by the determination to persevere and to 
remain in the region

 ”בדמייך חיי, בדמייך חיי”
  “In thy blood, live; in thy blood, live”

 
 Kedumim has lost many friends over the years and esecially young people in terror attacks. These 
victims ordered us to go on living.
Despite all the difficulties and obstacles, the youth continue to contribute in significant 
and meaningful ways. We know that this new generation, full of faith and action and an 
abiding belief in God and in the Land of Israel, will continue where we leave off and will 
build a future based on the values of Judaism and Zionism, so that the next generations 
will have a better country in which to live. 
 

Be Our Partners in the Building of Kedumim
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Absorbing young couples
Kedumim has expanded and developed. The number of families has grown, young couples have 
joined, and moved into the new neighborhoods of Mitzpe Ido, named in memory of Ido Zoldan who 
was killed on his way home to Kedumim, 
Hagai and Bat-El Bar-Yehuda
We met this young couple in a neighborhood of caravans in Har Efraim. 
Hagai was born in 1989 in Carmel, in the southern Hebron hills to a family with seven 
children. In the army Hagai operated heavy equipment; after the army he met Bat El, 
they married, and moved to Kedumim. 

Bat El: I was born in Kedumin in 1993 to parents who emigrated from Ethiopia in 
“Campaign Moshe.” They married in 1989 and decided 
to move to Kedumim because of the connection my 
mother had developed with the community when she was 
in school. I was raised in Kedumim with open-minded 
values, including the idea of marriage between different 
congregations and sects. Friends of mine and Hagai 
introduced us and after six months we decided to get 
married. My parents were very happy about the decision, 
and Hagai’s family and parents welcomed me warmly as 
part of the family. 

Bnei Chayil Yeshiva for boys with ADD\ADHD
The Bnei Chayil Yeshiva High School provides a quality education for boys with ADD and ADHD 
(Attention Deficit [Hyperactivity] Disorder) while ensuring a religious atmosphere and a full complement 
of Jewish studies. The Bnei Chayil Yeshiva is the only religious school of its kind in the central region 
of the country. Thanks to this school, boys from Kedumim and from surrounding cities and towns now 
have a real chance to succeed in their studies, and  ulimately, to take their place as 
responsible Jewish adults in their respective communities.



10

The Bnei Chayil Shomron Yeshiva has undertaken an incredible task.  Taking as its motto the teaching 
of our sages, “Educate each child according to his way”, the yeshiva is determined that each Jewish boy, 
regardless  of his handicaps, reach the highest level of academic achievement of which he is capable 
while pursuing the full gamut of religious studies, so important to a young Jewish boy. 
The yeshiva moved into its new building, which was constructed in memory of former students, victims 
of terrorist attacks. The impressive structure was built thanks to funds received from the Education 
Ministry, from the Kedumim Local Council, and from donations that were collected specifically for this 
purpose. We are still short of funds to complete the Beit Midrash (main study hall) and dormitories. 
The construction of the Yeshiva’s  dormitories  is very urgent because presently 40 boys are housed in  
apartmemts scattered  in  Kedumim, far from the yeshiva. 
The Kedumim Local Council has allotted a plot of land for the dormitory complex alongside the newly 
built yeshiva structure. 
The Ministry of Education has promised that when the new dorm is built, we will receive official recognition 
as a Youth Village and with it the appropriate government funding.

The Jewish settlement movement is in great danger. 
 This is why – at this time, at this moment – we are turning to you, dear friends, to help us in order 
to strengthen our beloved community, Kedumim, which stands at the forefront, seven minutes from 
Shechem (Nablus), from the grave of Joseph the Righteous that was destroyed and desecrated by 
local Arabs.



11

 We are a strong and resilient people. We survived the Holocaust and other tragedies and disasters. 
As Jews, we will never give up our right to the Land of Israel; it is ours forever. We will not be 
deterred nor will we despair. 
Thank G-d, alongside the misfortunes, we enjoy many happy events, such as watching young 
married couples join the community and build their homes in Kedumim. 
We are offering you the opportunity to be part of this undertaking, to safeguard the Land of Israel for 
all of us. With your assistance and support, and with God’s help, we will succeed.
We hope you will agree to become our partner in building a strong Kedumim, in laying the foundations 
for a strong Israel, for our sake and for the sake of our children, yours and ours.



All contributions made payable to American Friends of 
Kedumim are tax-deductible under US law.

Please send your contributions in the US to: 
American Friends of Kedumim, 
P.O.Box 55, Union, NJ, 07083-0055  
Dedication requests can be accommodated

Raphaella Segal, Assistant Mayor
 Kedumim, Shomron, 4485600

972-9-7921-1350 
972-9-792-1929     
972-528-119057  (Israel) | 908-5917318 (US) 
raphaella@kedumim.org.il | www.kedumim.org.il
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